Peering inside lipid rafts and caveolae.
Clustering of proteins into membrane microdomains, such as lipid rafts and caveolae, could act as a mechanism for regulating cell signaling and other cellular functions. Certain lipid modifications are hypothesized to target proteins to these domains on the cytoplasmic leaflet of the plasma membrane. This concept has now been tested in living cells using an assay sensitive to the lateral distribution of proteins in membranes over sub-micron distances.